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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: in the first line of the specification after 
"14 August 2002," insert - now U. S. Patent No. 6,699,130 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Greg Binda whose telephone number is (703) 305-2869. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30 am to 7:00 pm with alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (703) 308-2686. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



15. (currently amended) A slip clutch arrangement for driving separate driven 



crop processing elements at opposite sides of an implement, comprising: 

a) identical first and second slip clutches arranged as mirror images of 
each other; 

b) said first and second slip clutches including respective drive shaft 
elements located along a drive axis; 

c) a connecting shaft extending between said first and second slip 
clutches and coupled to respective first ends of said drive shaft 
elements; 

d) each slip clutch including: 

i) first and second concentric clutch sections mounted for rotation 
about said drive axis; 

ii) said first concentric clutch section including said drive shaft 
element and defining a closed container for holding coolant : 

iii) said first concentric clutch section further including a first plate 
disposed for rotation about said drive axis and being coupled to 
said drive shaft element and forming an end plate of said container ; 

iv) a friction disk element being in contact with said first plate 

and being mounted for rotation with said second concentric clutch 
section and for axial movement relative to said first plate; 

v) a spring assembly mounted to said second concentric clutch 
section and biasing said friction disk element into friction 
engagement with said first plate; and 

vi) said second concentric clutch section including a hub at one end 
adapted for connection to a drive component leading to a respective 




(Note that claim 4*Vas originally 

A 
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one of said separate crop processing elements. 

16. (cancelled) 

17. (currently amended) The slip clutch arrangement defined in claim 15 4£ 
wherein said second concentric clutch section of each of said first and second slip 
clutches is in the form of a housing having said hub at one end. 

18. (currently amended) The slip clutch arrangement defined in claim 15 4S 
wherein: 

a) said second concentric clutch section of each of said first and second 
slip clutches is in the form of a cylindrical housing disposed 
concentrically to said drive shaft element; and 

b) said spring assembly is located within one end of, and mounted to, said 
housing. 

19. (previously amended) The slip clutch arrangement defined in claim 15 
wherein: 

a) said drive shaft element includes a tubular sleeve fixed to said first 
plate; and 

b) said drive shaft element further including a stub shaft fixed to one end 
of said sleeve. 



